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What is

HEC?

Higher Education Choices (HEC) is unique. It is the only national advisory event
on courses for rural/farming, food and animal related careers. Aimed at 16 and
17-year-olds, it takes place at Harper Adams University College in Shropshire, the
UK’s number one university college for such courses. This residential conference
takes place over three days, from Sunday evening to Tuesday afternoon. Specialist
advisers from other universities and representatives from relevant industries are on
hand to answer your questions about higher education and careers.
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Veterinary Science

Veterinary Nursing and Practice Management

Leisure / Tourism including Adventure Management

Land and Estate Management

Horticulture

Food Technology

Food and Fresh Produce

A-Z

EQUINE STUDIES

Engineering

Countryside/Environmental Management

Business, Marketing and Agri-food

Animal Behaviour, Health, Welfare and Bioveterinary Science

AGRICULTURE
(with specialisms)

BOOK
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What happens at
At HEC you get a real taste of university
life, from studying to socialising. You will
arrive on Sunday evening and be shown to
your own room in one of Harper Adams’
halls of residence. You will then join
everyone for a meal, explore the campus and
join in with loads of games and fun.
Monday’s sessions are really concerned
with course and careers advice, before an
evening of typical student entertainment
and a great party. We want you to get a real
feel for what residential university life is
like so some of our student helpers (known

HEC?

as ‘Redshirts’) are on hand to make sure
that your whole stay is really enjoyable and
authentic.
On Tuesday morning you can choose
from a wide range of practical classes to
experience the sort of teaching you would
get if you chose a particular course.
Interested? Read on for more details and
look out for the tips from current Harper
Adams students who enjoyed the whole
HEC experience.

i
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A word from the Students' Union President
g universityy course for you.
y It
HEC is the best way to find the right
also gives you a fantastic taste of student life both academically and
socially. You even get a HEC shirt 2011 to wear and
es that you were there.
to prove to all your mates
rvous about HEC,
Don't worry if you are nervous
t. I went to HEC
everyone is in the same boat.
myself, and by mucking in together
gether the funpacked experience assured me that the course
and vibrant social life madee Harper Adams the
place for me. Now I am a graduate and
President of the Students'' Union I can assure
you that Harper Adams has
as helped make me the
person I am today.
You will never regret going to HEC!
Pete Dodd, Students'

Union President
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JULY

10
5 - 6PM

2011

SUNDAY
ARRIVE. General welcome, casual sports and campus tours

6.30 - 7.30PM FOOD. Enjoy a hot meal in the dining hall
7.30PM

BRIEFING. Gather upstairs in Queen Mother Hall (QMH)
for information on what happens at HEC

8PM

BACK TO ROOM. Return to your halls of residence

8.10PM

FIRE DRILL (got to be done we're afraid - health and
safety and all that!)

8.20PM

ICE BREAKER. Gather on the cricket pitch

9PM

EVENING ACTIVITIES including a quiz and dvd (what's
it really like being a student!)

HEC - yeah!!
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HEC STORIES
“HEC is basically a really long
open day!” says Matthew Wallace.
“But you get to experience so much
more. Being at university and living
in halls of residence is so different
to living at home and HEC is really
the best way to ‘try before you buy’.
It’s a real taste of university life. You
can learn only so much from an
open day, whereas over three days
you get a feel for every aspect of
university life.”
Matt travelled to HEC from his
home in Northumberland, using
the special bus service provided by
Harper Adams, for students in the
North East, South West and East
Anglia. “It’s great – you get to make
friends with people on the bus
before you even get to HEC.”
Matt, who is now studying a degree
in Rural Enterprise and Land
Management (REALM) says: “I
was fairly sure that I was going
to apply to Harper Adams, but
attending HEC made up my mind.
Experiencing Harper first hand
confirmed that this was going to
be my only choice. I particularly
enjoyed the activities that related
to the course I wanted to do. For

the REALM course we valued a
building, for example. Also the
non- alcoholic BBQ, which I’d
worried about beforehand – I
thought it might be like the old
school discos where no one danced
or took part, was so good, everyone
was up for a good night and just
went for it!”
The 18-year-old adds: “If you’re
thinking of coming to HEC, go
for it! I was nervous before I went
that I wasn’t going to meet anyone.
But remember that everyone’s in it
together, you will meet people and
you will have fun! I am currently in
my first year and I can honestly say
I’m having
ing the best time
of my life.
fe. HEC
is a snapshot
pshot of
Harper,, and if
you likee HEC
then youu
will LOVE
OVE
Harper.””

Matthew Wallace
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2011

MONDAY

8 - 9AM

BREAKFAST

9 - 10.45AM

MORNING ACTIVITIES including tractor trailer tours of
campus, Hawks on Walks, Dairy Unit tours

11AM

OPENING of HEC 2011 and guest speaker

11.45 - 12.45PM INFORMATION SESSION in the sports hall
12.45 - 1.45PM LUNCH in the dining hall
1.45 - 2.30PM SEMINAR choice one (see opposite)
2.45 - 3.30PM SEMINAR choice two (see opposite)
3.45 - 4.15PM

SEMINAR choice three (see opposite)

4.30PM

STUDENT PANEL - your opportunity to quiz current students
(you'll be able to text your questions!)

5.30 - 6.30PM EVENING MEAL
7PM

GROUP PHOTO (your personal memento of the friends you make
at HEC)

7.15 - 8PM

AUCTION FOR TUESDAY ACTIVITIES (the craziest auction
you have ever been to but it will help you choose your activities
for the following morning)

8 - 9.20PM

THE RED SHIRT CHALLENGE (our current students will get
you going on all sorts of crazy games. Miss it, miss out!)

9.30PM

BBQ AND PARTY till midnight in the Students' Union bar
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2011
This is like a careers convention but all the advisers are real specialists in your
area of interest. You can chat informally and make up your mind about the three
seminars you want to attend after lunch.
Advisers will be on their stands to help you with your choice of university course.
There will also be advisers on careers, learner support and from organisations such
as Young Farmers, the RSPB, BASC and Agriventure.
Advice on funding presented by Harper Adams and Studley College Trust.

In each of the Monday seminars you may choose to attend one of the following
talks by subject specialists:
SEMINAR
LED BY
Agriculture (with specialisms) ................................................................... Harper Adams
Animal Behaviour, Health, Welfare and Bioveterinary Science .......... Harper Adams
Business, Marketing and Agri-food ............................................................ Harper Adams
Countryside/Environmental Management .............................................. Harper Adams
Engineering ..................................................................................................... Harper Adams
Equine Studies ..................................................................................... Reaseheath College
Food and Fresh Produce ............................................................................... Harper Adams
Food Technology ................................................................................ Reaseheath College
Horticulture ......................................................................................... Reaseheath College
Land, Property and Estate Management ................................................... Harper Adams
Leisure / Tourism Management and Adventure Recreation ................... Harper Adams
Veterinary Nursing and Practice Management .......................................... Harper Adams
Veterinary Science ............................................................................ Liverpool University
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TUESDAY

8 - 9AM

BREAKFAST in the dining hall

9 - 10.15AM

ACTIVITY No. 1

10.30 - 11.45AM ACTIVITY No. 2
12 - 1PM

ACTIVITY No. 3

1PM

LUNCH

1.45 & 2PM

COACHES DEPART for railway stations

2.15PM

CONFERENCE CLOSES

Don’t forget
your
IF you intend to do

wellies

outdoor activities!
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Getting down
to thE

DETAIL

HEC is all about helping you to
understand more about courses in the
rural/land-based sector and to get a
feel for university life. However, it
is difficult to really appreciate what
courses are like without having a chance
to try them out.
Tuesday’s activities give you the chance
to experience the sort of courses that
you heard about on Monday. For

Area of interest

example, if a particular animal-related
course interested you, choose at least
one activity which is relevant to that
subject area. You have the opportunity
to do three classes so you can try out a
range of potential courses.
We recommend you base your choice
of activities around the following, but
there is no obligation and you are free
to choose as you like:

Recommended activities

Agriculture

Animal activities, crop activities, pasture management

Animal Behaviour and
Bioveterinary Science

Animal activities, microbiology and electron
microscopy, discover DNA

Business, Marketing and Agrifood

Gorgeous gateaux, drinks marketing activity, the cash
box

Countryside/Environment

Wildlife and conservation, managing the countryside,
agronomy, pasture management

Engineering

Simulated destruction, power hydraulics, 3D CAD

Equine Studies

Equine behaviour, horses - how they move and why,
equine activity (complimentary therapy)

Food/Food Technology

Chocolate tasting, food quality counts, gorgeous
gateaux, microbiology and electron microscopy

Horticulture

Practical surveying, managing the countryside, feeding
the crop

Land, Property and Estate
Management

Valuing a building, the surveyor’s guide to valuing land,
what a rural practice land manager does, auctioneering

Adventure, Tourism and Leisure

Tourism activity, adventure recreation

Veterinary Nursing

Animal medicines, nursing practical

Veterinary Science

Microbiology, electron microscope, animal activities
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HOW MUCH DOES
IT COST?

FAQs
XW

The HEC fee (including all meals,
accommodation and entertainment) is £40 per
person. To qualify for a special discount, why not
bring along a friend? When two people apply together the
total fee is just £60! See page 13 for details on how to apply.
If you are currently in receipt of EMA, your parents have never been to
university, or would love to come to HEC but the cost is a problem, then
we may be able to help. Please contact jbatchelor@harper-adams.ac.uk
to see if you might be eligible for a bursary to help towards the cost of
attending HEC.

WHAT SHOULD I BRING?
You will need to bring a bag for overnight kit (bedding is provided):








Good footwear for outdoor activities (bring wellies if you
want to do farm-based practical classes)
Clothes (including coat/waterproofs)
Overnight bag (toothbrush, toiletries, etc.)
JOHN’S TIP
Towel
My friend Pete was interested
Sports kit (if you would like to use our sports
in finding out about REALM
courses but I wanted to know
facilities, you may want to bring a racquet for
more
about Engineering. So we
tennis or squash)
came together , got it sorted, had
Camera*
a great time and qualified for a
discount. GREAT!!

*items are brought at the owners’ risk. Harper Adams takes no
responsibility for loss or damage of belongings.
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PH
HOTOGRAPH
HS AND PUB
BLICIITY
Y
Photographs of HEC participants and activities might be used
when promoting future events and the university college in the
press, the Harper website and other publications. We may also
invite the media (press and broadcast) to cover the event. If you
are the parent/guardian of a HEC participant and you DO NOT
want their image to be used for these purposes, please contact Janine
Heath, Acting Corporate Communications Manager, via email at
press@harper-adams.ac.uk or by letter before the start of HEC 2011.
Please also make sure the student concerned is aware of your
objection and conveys it to any photographers/film crews as
necessary.

SHOULD
D I BR
RIN
NG
ANY cassh?

All accommodation fees and
meals are included in the
conference fee so you don’t need
to bring any money. However,
you may want to bring a small
amount of money to use in the
campus vending machines for
snacks and drinks.

WHATT IF I CAN’T MAKEE THOSE DATES??
We regret that there is only one HEC per year but we do have several
open days in 2011. Please check the website for further information:
www.harper-adams.ac.uk/openday
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HoW do I

get

there?

There are coach services from the
South West, the North East and East
Anglia. Pre-booking is essential. Please
visit www.harper-adams.ac.uk/hec for
further information.
There are separate travel arrangements
for students coming from Northern
Ireland and The Republic of Ireland.
All other visitors will travel
independently either by train or by car.

BY TRAIN
A free coach will collect students from
STAFFORD or SHREWSBURY
railway stations on Sunday 10th July at
the following times:
STAFFORD:
4pm
SHREWSBURY: 4pm

5pm
5pm

RETURN: On Tuesday 12th July there
will be return coaches to STAFFORD
and SHREWSBURY railways stations:
Dep
1.45pm
2pm
SHREWSBURY: 2pm
STAFFORD:

Arr
2.15pm
2.30pm
2.30pm

Please note that coaches cannot return
earlier than these times so plan your
return journey accordingly. No charges
are made for these coach shuttle
services.

BY CAR
If you are coming by car on Sunday
10th July, when you arrive at Harper
Adams there will be signposts directing
you to registration. Members of staff
and student ambassadors (Redshirts)
will be available to give you your
room key and direct you to your halls
of residence. Please arrive between
4.30pm and 6pm, so that you have time
to unpack your belongings and have
a hot meal before joining the evening
events.
Coffee and light snacks are available
between 5pm and 6pm for parents/
guardians.
HEC will end after lunch on Tuesday
12th July and you will be free for
collection or departure at that time. We
recommend that you plan to meet with
your parent/guardian at 1.30pm.
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HOW DO I

APPLY?

The closing date for applications is
24th June 2011, subject to availability.
Please be aware that there are a limited
number of places on HEC, and they
tend to be snapped up quickly, so we
advise you to get your application in as
soon as possible.

Paper applications

Online
applications

Please complete the form at the back of
this booklet. If you are making a joint
application with a friend complete
both sides of the application form.
Please remember to enclose a cheque
for the correct fee, payable to Harper
Adams University College, in the same
envelope as your form, and return to
the address below.

You can apply online at:
www.harper-adams.ac.uk/hec/register

Please note that the form will need a
signature from your parent/guardian.

You can do joint applications online
as well as book a place on one of the
HEC coaches. You will need a credit/
debit card to pay online.

ou
If a place is available we will then write back and confirm your booking. If you
require any further information or advice about HEC, please contact:
Sally Bishop
HEC Coordinator
Harper Adams University College, Newport
Shropshire, TF10 8NB
Telephone: 01952 815265 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm)
HEC Hotline: 07817 209143 (mobile)
Text your query: 88020 (start your message with HARPERHEC)
Email: events@harper-adams.ac.uk
Web: www.harper-adams.ac.uk/hec
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Kirsty Errington found that HEC helped her to make her mind up about university. “I
found out about HEC through the Harper Adams website. HEC gave a really good insight
to what university life is all about, showing the types of courses there are to offer, what the
campus is like and what the social side of things are like. It also gives a really good impression
of the sorts of people at Harper Adams, and made me decide it was the place for me.” The
18-year-old, is now in her first year of a BSc (Hons) Agriculture with Animal Science, a
decision influenced by her experiences at HEC. “I really enjoyed the workshops in the lab,
doing farm animal reproduction systems, and wanted to learn more about it.”
Kirsty, from Cumbria, says she recommends HEC to all 16 and 17-year-olds: “HEC is the
best way to truly understand what university life is like at Harper. Come along, enjoy and
learn about what you could be doing here full time!”

“After coming to HEC, I was certain
Harper Adams was the place for me,” says
Matthias Charlton, from Lincolnshire.
Matt, who is now in the first year of a
degree in Rural Enterprise and Land
Management (REALM), came along to
the Higher Education Choices conference
after it was recommended by friends who
had already been, and found it answered
the nagging questions he had about
choosing a university. “I was unsure about
my choices at first. I had also applied
to the University of Re
Reading, and
Cirencester (RAC). But
B word of
mouth recommendations
and
recommendat
Harper’s excellent grades
and
gr
employment rate sp
spurred me to
come to HEC and find out more
about the university college and
land-based studies in general.

Matthias Charlton

Matt, age 18, says: “HEC is an amazing
experience, combining socialising and
educational prospects, a well worthwhile
weekend to help you decide Harper is most
probably the place for you! My course was
well described by the ambassadors at HEC
and I really enjoyed the whole weekend,
especially the party. Plus, I met people I
have subsequently reunited with since I
came in September. It made it a lot easier
to settle in already knowing people. Harper
Adams has far, far exceeded my expectations
– it’s a lot of fun”
And to those of you thinking of coming to
HEC this year, he adds: “We’re all looking
forward to welcoming you and giving you
the time of your life, you’ll love it!”

HEC2011 APPLICATION FORM
TITLE
SURNAME
ADDRESS

FORENAME

COUNTY
TELEPHONE
MOBILE
E-MAIL
NAME OF SCHOOL/COLLEGE
PROPOSED YEAR OF ENTRY TO HE

POSTCODE

If you have any SPECIAL NEEDS that could affect your visit please let us know so that we can make
any necessary arrangements

DO YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT FROM STAFFORD STATION
DO YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT FROM SHREWSBURY STATION

YES
YES

NO
NO

I wish to attend the Higher Education Choices conference 2011 and enclose the fee of 40GBP (60GBP
for joint applications)

SIGNED

DATE OF BIRTH

SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN

Please return together with payment to SALLY BISHOP, HEC COORDINATOR, HARPER ADAMS
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE TF10 8NB
Or apply online at www.harper-adams.ac.uk/hec/register

Joint APPLICATION
Please enter the second applicants details if you are making a joint application with a
friend:
TITLE
FORENAME
SURNAME
ADDRESS

COUNTY
TELEPHONE
MOBILE
E-MAIL
NAME OF SCHOOL/COLLEGE
PROPOSED YEAR OF ENTRY TO HE

POSTCODE

If you have any SPECIAL NEEDS that could affect your visit please let us know so that we can make
any necessary arrangements

DO YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT FROM STAFFORD STATION
DO YOU REQUIRE TRANSPORT FROM SHREWSBURY STATION

YES
YES

NO
NO

I wish to attend the Higher Education Choices conference 2011 and enclose the fee of 40GBP (60GBP
for joint applications)

SIGNED

DATE OF BIRTH

SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN
Please return together with payment to SALLY BISHOP, HEC COORDINATOR, HARPER ADAMS
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE TF10 8NB
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Harper Adams University College
Newport
Shropshire
TF10 8NB
01952 820280
Website
www.harper-adams.ac.uk/hec
Email
events@harper-adams.ac.uk
Photography
www.istockphoto.com
www.shutterstock.com

Every effort has been made to ensure
that the information in this publication
is correct at the time of going to press.
However, Harper Adams University
College reserves the right to implement
changes without prior notification.
This brochure is also viewable as a PDF at
www.harper-adams.ac.uk/hec
Designed by
Harper Adams University College
Printed February 2011 by
www.menzies-nunn.co.uk
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