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PR-2013-062
Pro racing drivers teach Young Farmers life-saving
rural road safety skills in Honiton

· One in 106 young rural drivers in Devon are involved in an injury collision on a rural road 

· Wet weather/skid training for young rural drivers
· [image: image4.jpg]


Professional racing drivers delivering tuition at Devon airfield

Young farmers in Devon will learn life-saving driving skills at the weekend when professional racing drivers join them behind the wheel to teach practical skid/wet weather driving skills.
The event on Sunday 23 June at 9am at the Dunkeswell Airfield, Honiton, is part of a national campaign called Drive it Home, which aims to save young lives on rural roads and is being run by the National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs (NFYFC) and NFU Mutual.

A recent report produced for the campaign shows that in Devon, there is an annual average of 330 collisions on rural roads by drivers aged between 17 and 26. Young people who live and learn to drive in rural locations are at a higher risk behind the wheel as the report showed young rural drivers are 44% more likely to be involved in an injury-causing collision. Between 2007 and 2011, 8,227 young rural drivers across England, Scotland and Wales were involved in collisions where someone was either killed or seriously injured.  (Road Safety Analysis 2013).  
As one of the largest rural youth organisations in the UK, the majority of NFYFC's members live and work in rural communities and the findings of the report have provided a series of recommendations, which include introducing rural roads into the driving test and more transport options for rural communities.
Participants at the Honiton event will take to the track in their own vehicles to experience difficult driving conditions at the wheel of the same car in which they would encounter them in real life. Professional drivers will advise them on what to do to escape/correct difficulties, which include:
· Learning how to react to/control major skids 
· Experiencing wet/icy condition simulations 
· Receiving expert advice on rural driving 
· Learning about key motor maintenance

Young farmers from counties across the South West, including Devon, Cornwall and Somerset are attending the course. 
As one of the largest rural youth organisations in the UK, the majority of NFYFC’s members live and work in rural communities and the Federation see the courses as essential for reducing the number of incidents on rural roads. 

Analysis of DVLA data shows that young rural people are 89% more likely to have a full driving licence than urban youngsters and that they are more likely to get their licences at an earlier age. This could be due to the lack of transport links in rural areas and the need for young people to be able to get to college, work or to socialise. 
Milly Wastie, NFYFC’s National Chairman of Council, said: “As one of the largest rural youth organisations in the UK, NFYFC wants its members to make a real difference and become ambassadors for safer driving within their rural communities and peer groups.   
“The majority of our members live and work in the countryside and are therefore at a higher risk of an incident on a rural road. We hope these courses, as part of our Drive it Home campaign, will help to save lives.”

Jeremy Atkins, NFU Mutual agent in Crediton, said: “Major accidents on rural roads are frighteningly common, and far too often can end or seriously impact upon the lives and future livelihoods of the very young people on whom the future of our rural communities depend.

“As the UK’s leading rural insurer NFU Mutual is determined to do all it can to protect the future of young people in the Midlands.” 

The event, which is subsidised by NFU Mutual, was open to any of the 25,000 members of Young Farmers’ Clubs, and was the latest in a series of events being staged nationally including at airfields in the Midlands and Northern England. Around 50 young farmers in the Midlands recently experienced the course. 
Professional drivers putting participants through their paces are provided by Drive Doctors, a specialist driving tuition company which delivers advanced driving skills in a fun and practical way, talking to young people in language they understand.
 -Ends-

Notes to the editor: 
1. The NFYFC’s and NFU Mutual’s Drive it Home campaign launched in November 2012, and has support from television presenters Matt Baker and Adam Henson, gold Olympic medallist Nick Skelton and silver medallist Mary King (quotes are available).  The campaign centres around creating Drive it Home champions from the organisation’s 25,000 members, who are attending Brake’s 2young2die courses, and offering practical driving lessons with Drive Doctors (www.drivedoctors.co.uk). For more information, visit www.nfyfc.org.uk/driveithome.

2. The report was produced by Road Safety Analysis, funded by Michelin Tyre PLC and Rees Jeffreys Road Fund and supported by the National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs.  The data was provided by the Department for Transport and the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency. The full report and summary can be accessed at: 

http://www.roadsafetyanalysis.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Too-Much-Too-Young-Too-Fast-Full-Report-2013.pdf
http://www.roadsafetyanalysis.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Too-Much-Too-Young-Too-Fast-Summary-2013.pdf
The National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs (NFYFC) is one of the largest youth organisations in the UK. It heads a nationwide body of 644 Young Farmers’ Clubs (YFCs) located throughout England and Wales dedicated to supporting young people in agriculture and the countryside. Their memberships comprise more than 24,000 members aged 10 to 26 and they provide a unique opportunity for members to develop skills, work with the local community, travel abroad, take part in a varied competitions programme and enjoy a dynamic social life. There are a further 1,100 associate members, many of whom are involved in the running of the clubs and NFYFC. For more information about NFYFC, visit www.nfyfc.org.uk.

Road Safety Analysis (RSA) is a not-for-profit company that exists to provide data solutions to the public and road safety profession.  Established in 2010, it supports MAST Online a powerful yet user-friendly tool for analysing road casualty trends and examining the impact of residence, social and demographic factors on casualty rates.  RSA also offers an extensive package of support to a number of local authorities, providing analytical expertise, enforcement management, casualty data reporting, intervention planning and delivery.

For more information visit www.roadsafetyanalysis.co.uk
NFU Mutual is the UK’s leading rural insurer, offering a wide range of products, including general insurance, life, pensions and investments. With over 300 offices located in rural towns and villages throughout the UK, NFU Mutual has become part of the fabric of rural life and is committed to serving the needs of people who visit, live or work in the countryside by taking a proactive approach to issues such as improving rural road safety, tackling rural crime and improving the quality of life for all country dwellers.
 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
NFYFC Press Office: 
Emily Meikle, Communications Officer 

Tel: 02476 857212 
Mob: 07796 157123 
Email: Emily.meikle@nfyfc.org.uk
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