
 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME & MONTH’S REVIEW 

Hi Folks! 

 

What a busy month.... 

 

April kick started with Ashford’s Lambing day on the 

4
th

 April. I was totally amazed by the number of 

people who attended. The following weekend bought 

Ash’s Spring Fling. The evening was hosted in an 

outside marquee attached to Ramada Jarvis Hotel in 

Dover. The food was superb and all who attended 

enjoyed dancing the evening away.... 

 

Next on the agenda was a weeks cycling., Yes, Tor 

‘de’ quay kicked off on the 19
th

 April from Maidstone 

Millennium Park. The cyclists Ollie Wilson, Stuart & 

Maria Jakeman and I set off at 10.30 along with our 

support vehicle kindly sponsored by AB Jones. Driving 

this was Joss Jones and lifeline passenger, Hayley Jull. 

 

 
 

Our first destination was Brighton, passing through 

Tunbridge Wells, stopping just outside Uckfield for 

lunch and then reaching Brighton at roughly 5pm. We 

were kindly provided accommodation by Miss Holly 

McNicol, who was co chairing Sports and Comps last 

year. Holly provided us with a tasty pasta dish along 

with the opportunity to have a much needed bath. 

Thank you Holly, you were such a star! 

 

We left Brighton on Tuesday morning after a 

breakfast of weetabix +  toast and headed towards 

Ashurst, which is just the other side of Southampton. 

Along the way we passed a Village which was 

advertising an evening’s training on how to make 

scarecrows. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

I did advertise this on Facebook but not sure if any of 

Kent YFC did attend this before the AGM.... LOL At 

lunch Mike West and Chris Kemp from Ashford visited 

us on their motorbikes. Good to see them. We then 

ventured through the centre of Southampton 

between 5 and 6pm, Yes rush hour, quite possibly the 

most dangerous part of the journey.. especially when 

you are cycling in the middle lane and lorries are 

passing each side... We made it to Ashurst’s National 

Trust Campsite at round 7PM. 

 

 The support team had gone ahead and when we 

arrived, Joss had the tents pitched and Hayley was 

preparing the evening meal by camp stove. What a 

“ATEAM!” The evening entertainment was provided 

by Joss and his BANJO! Funny times...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
We woke up to a very frosty Wednesday, all I can say 

is that it was a very cold night. We started the day 

entering the New Forest, beautiful countryside... 

When planning the trip we decided to cross a small 

ford to save 15 miles of cycling. Well when we found 

the ford, it looked like the path to it had not been 

walked in about 20 years. There was a Bridleway sign 

but tucked behind a gate...  

 
So after Ollie nearly getting stuck in deep swamp 

water we cycled around and stopped in Wimborne 

Minister for lunch.  After lunch we cracked on, 

making it to Dorchester, 22 miles away, in just over 

an hour. After a quick stop in Dorchester we made it 

to Abbotsbury, where we were kindly provided a 

nights free stay in a holiday cottage, kindly organised 

by Mrs Jakeman. The cottage was amazing and fit for 

a king! Hayley cooked us a stunning meal with 5 Veg 

and sourced a delicious triffle desert. 

 

 

 
We left Thursday morning cycling some of the 

steepest hills of the journey but the countryside views  

were some on the best of the trip...Absolutely 

amazing and would definitely go back there for a 

holiday! 

 
 

 We headed towards Exmouth as we had a target of 

making the ferry from Exmouth to Starcross by 

4.30pm. We made it to Exmouth with an hour to 

spare so I thought I would get my hair cut which you 

may have seen the pics of on FB. But that is where 

they will stay.... 

We made the crossing at 4.30pm with the bikes on 

the foot ferry. Joss drove around and met us in 

Exmouth. By this time knowing that Torquay was only 

15 miles away, a sense of sadness was felt by us all 

knowing the challenge was nearly over... It really had 

been such a fab trip . 

 

 
 Anyway we completed the final leg to Torquay by 

7.00pm and checked into a Travelodge which had 

been booked. We decided to venture into Torquay for 

a meal, we also met up with National YFC Staff and 

Council Members. There was by this time a sense of 

achievement even though the sense of sadness was 

there... Perhaps one of the funniest things happened 

next, we decided to get a taxi back from town. After 

300 miles with no punctures, the taxi hit a curb and  

punctured a tyre...Unbelievable... 



 

 
 

On Friday we cycled into the Rivera Centre at 1pm 

where we were greeted by the rest of Kent YFC who 

had trekked down for the AGM. We had a series of 

photographs taken by the Farmers Weekly and 

Farmers Guardian. That was it... Job Done...Challenge 

Complete... at present it looks like we have raised in 

excess of the previous 2K target for RABI. I will inform 

you of the final figure next month... All I can say is 

that on behalf of the cyclists and  support team, we 

would definitely do it all again, so watch this space... 

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

Jones family and Joss for sponsoring us the support 

vehicle, Hayley for cooking, first aid and her 

organisational skills, Lucy Puttick for helping us plan 

the trip and organising sponsorship and Alison 

Quinn for publicising the event via posters and FB! 

The challenge would not have been possible without 

you! 

 
So with Tor ‘de’ quay complete, time to get in AGM 

mode! 

 

Most of the 72 Kent members attending the AGM 

between 1pm and 4pm registered for their AGM 

Package and then proceeded to Book into the local 

Premier Inn. The Tor ‘de’ quay team had a private 

invite to the Chairman’s Reception, we attended in 

style... The AGM evening entertainment was provided 

by a band called “Treacle” and a disco hosted by 

“Freakout”. We all danced the night away in DJs and 

Lounge Suits! 

 

 
 

Saturday morning bought the ARAC Forum, This was 

hosted in the main room of the Riveria Centre where 

presentations were given about four current issues 

related to Farming. These were “Affordable Housing,” 

“Climate Change,” “CAP Reform” and “Business 

Change.” Once these had occurred the audience were 

given the opportunity to break off into discussion 

groups. Some interesting points came out of these! 

The afternoon entertainment was provided by a 

Magician, “Paul Dabek.” Lets just say he was 

different and seemed like we had changed into a 

comedian by the end of his performance... In between 

this and the evening entertainment there was the 

opportunity for a couple of games of football and 

rounders. The evening entertainment was a variety of 

bands, club and disco bands. Perhaps more 

interesting was the theme of the fancy dress, “Going 

on Safari.” Kent members did us proud, with Lions, 

Tigers & Zebras from Ashford and Canterbury and 

Crocodile Jones from Meopham. These were all 

controlled by Park Rangers from Acyrse and 

Northdowns. A fun night was had by all.. 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

Sunday morning bought an important part of the 

AGM for me as I had to second a motion to increase 

the National levy by 2.5%. I was asked to do this by 

Helen Roberts, the National Chairwoman for 

2009/10. This works out on average, 70p per member 

increase for members which I consider a small 

increase to belong to such a fantastic organization.  

The AGM went smoothly with Lionel Hill being voted 

in for another year as National President. For me the 

afternoon bought the opportunity to steward the 

Drama finals and play a round of Crazy Golf.. 

 

After a club meal and the completion of a challenge I 

was set to finish a huge ice cream desert for two, 

Kent got changed into their County Shirts and made 

there way to the Riveria Centre for the last night of 

entertainment. Again we danced the night away to a 

band called “Violet” and “Platform Six.” 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Monday morning bought our final breakfast in the 

Premier inn, time to pack our bags and depart back 

to Kent...  

 

I think I can safely say a fab time was had by all and 

many are looking forward to Blackpool next year! 

 

I had a call last Thursday from the Premier Inn, 

commenting on what an excellent bunch we were 

and asked if we would like to book for next year. I had 

to explain that next year it is in Blackpool but would 

definitely use the hotel again! 

 

Well done Kent! 

 

Now we are finally in spring, next month we have the 

Sheep Training Day, Living Land and the Sports and 

Social Event! 

 

 Hope to see you at these events! 

 

Over and out... 

 

Michael 

 

P.S You can still sponsor the Tor ‘de’ quay team at, 

  

http://www.justgiving.com/Kent-Young-Farmers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NOTICES & NEWS … 

 

Linking Environment and Farming (LEAF) - 

Open Farm Sunday June 13 2010  

Farmers interested in opening their farm on Open 

Farm Sunday 2010 (13 June) are invited to register at 

www.farmsunday.org and apply for their free 

resources. New for 2010, LEAF has launched an 

online workshop to help those planning to host 

events. 

For more information about the event visit 

www.farmsunday.org or telephone LEAF on 02476 

413 911. 

Surrey YFC’s ‘Cowpie Country Show’, which next 
year will be held on Sunday 9

th
 May 2010 at 

Betchworth, near Dorking. This will be our 30
th
 

anniversary event and it would be good to see as 
many Young Farmers, friends and family there as 
possible. 
 

 

... and LOOKING 4WD….. 

Since last edition, I’ve attended Ashfords Lambing 

day, very busy & good to see everyone. This even 

kept the local Police on their toes (no trouble; just 

road traffic jams!) We’ve also had grant 

review/planning meetings, and SUBS (for those not 

cycling to Torquay!) amongst all the other items. 
 

But anyway, ONWARDS ~ another busy month 

beckons for US ALL! We next have Living Land, 

Sheep Training, Leaders meeting, all coupled with the 

start of the “Showing Season!”; ALL GOOD FUN. 
 

PLEASE REPLY ASAP regarding places for Sheep 

Training; if you have not already done so! These 

events are proving as popular as ever, and we DO 

NEED to know ADVANCE NUMBERS! 

……Thank-you……. 

 
INSURANCE – Q&A – important! 
 

I recently had an enquiry from a club regarding the 

“definition of member” in regards to our NFU YFC 

insurance policy. So for the benefit of all, please see 

this reply below here >>>> 

A member, is anyone who has attained their 10
th

 birthday 

and is under the age of 26 on 1
st

 of the September in the 

current YFC year. (NOTE; i.e. holding a current year’s 

membership card) 

Others you mention (associate, leaders etc) are covered by 

the policy however, they are not covered by the loss of 

earnings sections – they are however covered by the 

Public Liability section of the policy. 

If anyone needs any clarity on Insurance, they can 

contact the NFU directly as per the contact details on the 

Insurance document previously circulated to all clubs. (if 

you require a PDF copy, this can easily be emailed 

over); just ask! 
 

Hope everyone had a great Nfyfc AGM and Bank 

Holiday weekends! See you all soon at next events, 

 

 

 

X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY DIARY & EVENTS … 

 

 

May 

6
th

 – Living Land, KCAS, Detling 

8
th

 – Sheep Training, 10am-3.30pm 

10
th

 – Club Leaders Meeting, 6.30pm, Westlands 

School 

14
th

  - County Sports and Social 

17
th

 – County Meeting, 8pm, Royal Oak, Charing 

 

June 
11-13

th
 – South of England Show, Ardingly 

20
th

 – Acryse Farming Fayre and County Rally 

21
st
 – Sub committee meeting – 8pm Royal Oak, 

Charing 

26
th

-27
th

 – SEA Competitions 

 

 

KENT SHOW REMINDER!!! 

The deadline for entries is fast approaching. 

All entries to be received by Darren by the 28
th
 May. 

Any queries please contact Darren on 07511276288 

(evenings only please) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section by PHILIPPA Stedman-Collins 
County Field Officer 

email; fieldofficer@kentyfc.co.uk 
Text/call; 07896 - 195412 



 

 

 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS…… 

 

15
th

 May-  Annual Social Event 

This year we are doing a scavenger hunt on foot 

in the lovely village of Charing. 

Meet at The Royal Oak in the function room 

upstairs at 5.30 for a 6.00pm start 

Teams of up to 6 

£2.00 per person in each team 

Nibbles will be provided Prizes will be awarded!! 

 

3
rd

 July- Junior Ball 

Astor Pavillion 

Kent Show Ground 

Please call on 07841532832 for ticket 

information 

 

16
th

 July- Kent show Bash 

Its back!  

Lambert Foster Market 

Detling 

 

26
th

 November- Roller Disco!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHATHAM DOCKYARD 

SALUTE TO THE 40’S 

 

Bill Fowler the events manager at Chatham Dockyard 

has asked if any Young Farmers would be interested 

in taking part in this event.  It is being held over the 

weekend of the 18
th
/19

th
 September and always has a 

good turnout out of Land Army and other agricultural 

workers to create a wartime farming area.  

Anyone wanting to know more can contact Bill on 

01634 823821. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS & COMPETITIONS ….. 

Hi all, apologies it’s a bit brief this month but 

we’ve all been pretty busy one way or another!  

Anyhow, there are plenty of competitions and 

events coming up this month and in the near 

future.  Firstly we have the scavenger hunt and 

fun sports day on the 15
th

 May, probably be 

rounders and football and start in the afternoon 

in Charing.  Secondly there is inter-club mixed 

7’s hockey which is provisionally on the 4
th

 June 

in the evening, so get your teams together and get 

training!  Next it is Acryse Farming Fayre, 

competitions yet to be finalised for this although 

there will be plenty to do before and on the day.  

The weekend after this is the SEA competitions 

weekend on the 26
th

 and 27
th

 of June, numerous 

events being run over the two days so if you want 

to get involved in YFC around the country let us 

know, if not I’m sure we’ll be roping you in to 

compete anyway.  Finally looking ahead we have 

the Kent Show, plenty going on with the young 

farmers this year and Canterbury have offered 

their services in competition organisation.  Much 

thanks for this, am sure they’ll throw up a few 

surprises!  Before I forget, junior and senior 

football (just for fun) is provisionally going to 

run o the 4
th

 July, more about this next month but 

if your club is keen posting me an email would be 

much appreciated.  Finally thanks to everyone 

that donated to the Tor ‘de’ Quay fund for me. 

Thanks for reading, see you in Charing.  Ollie 

and Romy. 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

WHATS ONWHATS ONWHATS ONWHATS ON????    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please reply to: 
SEAS YFC Temporary Administrator 

Mrs Mary Masters 

1 Deans Farm Cottages 

Piddinghoe 

Newhaven 

East Sussex BN9 9AL 

Tel: 01273 – 517824  Email: mary.m@btclick.com 

 

 

 

To:  All County Staff in South East Area  

 Cc G Fletcher – South East Area YFC Chairman 

From:  Mary Masters – SEAS YFC Temporary Administrator 

 

Advanced Notice of a Training Day – Saturday 30
th

 October 2010 
 

The South of England YFC Committee have agreed to organise a Training Day on Saturday 30
th

 October 

2010 at the South of England Showground commencing at 10.00am and finishing in the region of 4.00 pm. 

The Day will be aimed at YFC Members, Club Leaders We do hope some members of Staff will be able to 

attend especially as Safeguarding will be dealing with the new rules and the new NFYFC Policy 

 

The Training Day will be covering  

• “How the SEAS YFC Committee works”  - Tutor Member of SEAS YFC Committee 

• “Safeguarding” – Tutor NFYFC Staff 

• “Officer Training” – Tutor  YFC member(s) who had undertaken NFYFC Advanced Training 

Course 

• “Bullying” – Tutor to be agreed. 

 

The day will be free of charge for all attendees and lunch will be provided. 

 

I do hope that you will be prepared to include in your County Diary and inform all your Clubs of the date 

as soon as possible.    

 

I will be sending you further information together with Programme and Booking Form.   In the mean time 

should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the above. 

 

 

12
th

 April 2010 

 
Doc: SEAS YFC Administrator\Course\1st info to Counties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


