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They say you shouldn’t mix
business with pleasure, but at
convention we do just that and
we do it in style. Inside this issue
you will find a round up of
what’s going on in Blackpool
over the bank holiday weekend,
from the forums to the fun, and
I’m really looking forward to
being able to join everyone in
enjoying the entertainment,
sharing their achievements and

being rewarded for their efforts.
I’d like to thank the NFYFC

staff for organising this year’s
superheroes event and to
welcome back James Eckley.
It’s great to have him back
fighting fit and pouring all his
customary energy into the role.

I’d also like to thank executive
lead Pamela Ledgard for all the
hard work she has put in to
bringing staffing levels up to

strength. There are many new
faces at the national office as a
result and James will introduce
them to you inside this
newsletter. I was able to meet
some of the new team at the
staff conference and I’d like to
ask you all to offer the
newcomers all the support they
need while they get used to
their new roles.
Continued on page 2

Here I am already half way through what is proving to be a fantastic and very
busy year in office. And what better time to take the chance to tell you all
what’s been going on than on the eve of our annual convention – when
members come together to celebrate the year’s achievements.

w w w . n f y f c . o r g . u k

Chairman
Bryce Mackellar



It is good to
be back and
to see the
many new
faces that
have
recently
joined the
team.

Welcome
to new

competitions and events
officer Emily McMahon, who
arrived just in time for the
annual convention. You will see

more from Emily throughout the
competitions year.

Training and development
officer Joanne Bouchard is
responsible for the NFYFC
training programme and has
already organised a very
successful Health and Safety
Awareness training event in
partnership with the Health and
Safety Executive. She has also
brought the Duke of Edinburgh
Award into the portfolio.

PR and publications officer
Anna Avino will edit and

produce ten26 and the annual
report, work on the content of
the NFYFC website and handle
PR for the NFYFC.

Emily Johnson is the friendly
voice answering the phones at
the Stoneleigh office and
supporting all staff through a
huge variety of administration
tasks. Emma Pheasey has also
joined the administration
department.

While Cath Sykes is away,
youthwork development officer
Jodie Stirrup will help to continue
the NFYFC youth agenda, which
supports club activities.

Executive lead Pam
Ledgard joined in my absence
to support the team and recruit
the new staff to their roles. Pam
will be with the federation into
the spring to implement the
NFYFC personnel policies and
documentation, and assist the
working party reviewing the
governance role of the NFYFC
board of management.

A working party has started
looking at the changes needed
to make sure the board of
management has the
necessary input to effectively
manage the NFYFC and its
affairs in line with current
legislation, and its
recommendations will be
discussed in June.

Key work also already
underway includes the review
of the NFYFC training

programmes, which are being
put through an accreditation
scheme to ensure YFC training
is the same quality across the
whole organisation.

The federation has to
continue to respond to the
tightening of laws regarding child
protection, and further
information and guidance on the
requirements for every YFC club
and county federation will be
issued following a review of the
safeguarding policy and guides.

The impact of increased
legislation at all levels affects
the direction of the federation,
and the NFYFC is in the
process of prioritising its
responsibilities and the
requirements of members.
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399
Unique visitors a day

The website is receiving
more hits all the time and is
now averaging 399 unique
visitors a day.

September will see the
launch of the new county
database which will begin the
process of linking the website
and database allowing
members to login, take part in
surveys and polls, create
homepages, and more.

Thanks also to Lionel Hill,
Jon Sarsfield and Chris Lloyd
for the work they put in while
James was away, and also for
setting the scene for a review
of the board of management
to ensure it is more business
focused and proactive in
undertaking its responsibilities.

It was great to see so
many members attending a
very upbeat council
weekend, taking such a keen
interest in the agenda and
joining in the discussion. Keep
up the good work, keep your
fingers on the pulse of what’s
going on and make sure it is
communicated back to the
membership!

A special highlight for me
so far was the opportunity to

join NFU president Peter
Kendall, and former ARAC
chairman Rob Harrison, now
chairman of the NFU Next
Generation Dairy Board, at
the Next Generation break
out session at the NFU
conference, where I was also
asked to table a question to
Minister for Farming and the
Environment Jane Kennedy.

Looking ahead, it will be
great to see the teams taking
part in the Royal Show and
Royal Welsh Show and it
would be fantastic to be able
to get to as many county and
regional events as possible, so
please keep the invitations
coming!

Celebrating our superheroes (continued from front)

New faces: (Front l-r) Anna Avino, Jo Bouchard, James Eckley, Pam Ledgard, Sarah Palmer and Emily McMahon.
(Back l-r) Sandra Bromley, Emma Pheasey, Emily Johnson and Kevyn Williams.
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October saw a new category added to the Sports & Speaking
event held at Staffordshire County Showground.

Taking a leaf out of the Welsh competition book, it was decided
to trial Junior Reading for the 10 14 age range to encourage
younger members to have the confidence to speak up.

Julia Sparkes, last year’s competitions chairwoman, was
delighted with the very high standards at the event. “Competing
at national level helps you develop a lot of self confidence and
learning to speak in public is an incredibly valuable life skill. The
trial went well.”

It was a bumper year for
applicants wanting to travel
abroad with Discovery, the
NFYFC international travel and
exchange programme. 

More than 80 hopeful
members from all over the
country applied for the chance
to journey and learn about
agriculture and rural issues
across the globe at the selection
day, held in December at the
NFU Mutual headquarters in
Stratford upon Avon.

Applicants were quizzed on
facts about the country they
wanted to visit as well as news
and current affairs and the YFC.

This year 64 members will be
adventuring in far flung places
including Australia, Argentina,
Kenya and New Zealand, and
closer to home in Scotland,
France and Northern Ireland.  

Organiser Kate Nancarrow
said: “Discovery offers a unique
experience at a really
grassroots level to learn about
a culture by staying with rural
families and being shown
around their lives and
communities.

“It is incredibly motivating for
those selected to have the
chance to be an ambassador
for YFC and gain a really positive

achievement to put on
their CV.  It is fantastic to
hear all the stories when
members return from their
travels.”

This summer Discovery
will also welcome
exchangees from partner
organisations in Australia,
Austria, Canada, Germany,
Switzerland and Norway,
who will be staying with
members and their families
all over England and
Wales    so look out for
them at events and
shows and give them a
good welcome.
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A brand new Health and Safety
Executive (HSE) training course
aimed at tackling the main
causes of farming related deaths
and injuries attracted more than
70 members and associates to
the first session in February.

Members from Kent, Surrey
and Dorset, keen to add to
their health and safety
knowledge, travelled long
distances for the potentially
life saving event devised by
the HSE and delivered in
partnership with the NFYFC at
Kingston Maurward College in
Dorchester.

Six teams observed
practical demonstrations on
topics including machinery
maintenance and hydraulics,
manual handling, ATV safety,
working at height, safe use of
telehandlers and livestock
handling. The safety issues
covered are responsible for the
highest number of fatalities and

ill health within the farming
industry.

Organisers and attendees
were pleased with the quality
of the training, which was
described as ‘an informative,

well put together and
interesting evening’, by Dorset
county chairwoman Lou Trim.

Head of Safety for the HSE’s
agriculture sector Alan Plom
said: "The positive response and

enthusiasm shown by those
who attended was
overwhelming. We are
particularly keen to provide
practical advice on sensible
health and safety precautions
to young people who are the
life blood of the industry for
the future."

NFYFC training and
development officer Jo
Bouchard commented: “Good
common sense, no nonsense
instruction was given on how
to complete farm jobs with
minimal risk. I was also really
pleased the event attracted
coverage by Farmers
Guardian and Farm Radio,
proving there is media interest
in the course at county level.”

The HSE has made the
training course available to
counties free of charge. To
arrange a session, telephone
Jo on 02476 857207 or email
joanne.bouchard@nfyfc.org.uk.

Voyage of Discovery

Get together with Young
Farmers from across the
country to experience
university life during this year’s
taster event at Harper Adams.

Try out two days of life on
campus and take part in
lectures and practical
activities related to agriculture,
engineering, animal, business
and land based subjects
during the Higher Education
Choices (HEC) conference for
16 to 18 year olds.

As well as trying out
university level studies, those
visiting the Shropshire campus
on July 6 and 7 will have the
chance to sample living in
halls of residence, make new
friends and party a bit, too.

The fee is £25, including
meals, accommodation and
entertainment, or £35 when
two people apply together.

For more information or to
book your place, visit
www.harper-adams.ac.uk or
call HEC coordinator Sally
Bishop on 01952 815265

The new venue for the 2009
Floral Arts and Cookery
competitions finals will be
the Malvern Autumn Show.
It will be held over the
weekend of September 26-
27, so even if you are not
competing, don’t forget to
go along to support your
friends and enjoy a day at
the show.

Success for new safety course

Juniors in fine voice Flower power

NEW
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Blackpool’s Winter Gardens are
all ready to host another
fun-filled May bank holiday
weekend for the 2009 NFYFC
annual convention.

The stages are set for three
days of great music and
entertainment from a line up of
fantastic bands plus the
competitions and pantomime
finals, and members will once

that will shape the
organisation in the year
ahead and into the
future. It is here that the
year’s
achievement
are
celebrated
and rewarded
by the
presentation of
the trophies and
awards.

After lunch
there is the
chance to put
your knowledge
to the test in the
written pub quiz, l
loud at the
on stage antics in the National
Pantomime final, and sing
along with live band Lucas for
Rockaroke, before the Bogus
Brothers bring the weekend
to an exciting end with their
unique brand of
choreographed mayhem
and explosive sound at the
YFC club shirt night.
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pplleeaassuurree Don’t miss 
a thing...
Friday
May 1
1pm-6pm, 9pm-midnight: 
Registration
9pm-2am:  
Live band
BBaallttiicc  DDoonnkkeeyyss
(Dress: Black tie/lounge suit)

Saturday
May 2
10am-1pm, 3pm-6pm, 
9pm-midnight:
Registration
10am:
YFC Member of the Year
private interview
10.30am-12.30pm:
Agriculture and Rural
Affairs Forum
1.30pm-5pm:
Strictly Ballroom final
3pm-5pm:
Live band
MMaaddee  iinn  EEnngglaanndd
9pm-2am:
NRG
WWhiittee  Vaann  MMaann & disco
(Theme: Superheroes)

Sunday
May 3
10am-1pm, 3pm-6pm,
9pm-11pm:
Registration
10.30am-12.30pm:
Annual General Meeting
1.30pm-3pm: 
Written Pub Quiz
2pm-3pm:
National Pantomime final
(including presentation of 
award for YFC Member 
of the Year)
3pm-5pm:
Luuccaas  Rockaroke 
(karaoke with a live band)
9pm-2am:
Live band
BBooggus  BBrrootheers
(Theme: Club shirts)

Slope off...

 

White Van man

Lucas
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“Fun, Learning and Achievement”

Make a
date...

Summer 2009

May
1-3

Annual Convention,
Blackpool

June
11-13

South of England
Show, Ardingly

July
7-10

Royal Show,
Stoneleigh Park

July
20-23

Royal Welsh Show,
Builth Wells

What does climate change mean to you?
Climate change and the need to protect the
environment have never been so high on the

agenda worldwide for gov-
ernments, organisations and
businesses, as well as

individuals. 
Its impact on farming

is so important that it has
been chosen as the theme for this year’s
competitions to help Young Farmers take
the lead and think of the future.

Together with Farming & Countryside
Education (FACE), we’ve put together a quiz
for members aged 10-14 to illustrate some of

the ways in which climate
change could impact on
agriculture.

Use the FACE worksheet and
weblinks below to find the answers to these
questions, and then tell us, in less than 250
words, what climate change means to you
and what you have done to be greener.

The answers, plus some of your articles, will
be published on our website later in the year.
Don’t forget to tell us your full name, age,

and the name of your club.
Email your answers and articles to:

climate.quiz@nfyfc.org.uk by June 15.

Q1 What do the terms global warming and climate change mean?

Q2 Agroforestry is one way to help reduce greenhouse gases. What is agroforestry?

Q3 UK farmers might grow different crops, for example navy beans, to adapt to changes in
climate. What are navy beans and where are they grown now?

Q4 Another new introduction might be sunflowers. What soil conditions do they need?

Q5 Tell us how climate change affects you and give three examples of how to be greener at
home or at school. (250 words or less)

Download the FACE factsheet exploring climate change at: www.face-online.org.uk
Use these weblinks to help you answer the questions:
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/index.htm
www.bbc.co.uk/climate, www.agroforestry.co.uk/agover.html
www.pccnaturalmarkets.com/health/1842003
www.jeffersoninstitute.org/pubs/sunflower.shtml

F A R M G S J A S Z R S
H E A L T H U L P N T N
S B E C I E G A R O F A
G N I D E E R B K I E P
N B E K I P D O X T F S
I E M H R N I Q A C M H
T T C Q E S G P B E N O
S T F A N T Z F I L X T
O E Y T I L I T R E F K
C R O M A N U A L S E O
K B R E T U R N S U E S
F I T A H W C X E L B E

In the five minutes to takes to fill in this
simple wordsearch, you could sign up to
the EBLEX Better Returns Programme (BRP).

EBLEX has already worked
with the NFYFC to produce
the ‘Know what you are
looking at’ stock judging
guide, and now it would like

to work closely with the next generation of
farmers to help them gain the best returns in the
future.

The Better Returns Programme is a series of
free training days, events and literature
designed to promote profitable strategies and
best technical practice for flocks or herds.

Contact EBLEX at the telephone number or
addresses below to learn more.

EBLEX
FEEDING
BREEDING
COSTINGS
HEALTH
FERTILITY
SELECTION
SHEEP
BEEF
FARM
FORAGE
WHATIF
SNAPSHOT
MANUALS
YFC
BETTER
RETURNS

EBLEX wants to help you

EBLEX BRP
Tel: 0870 241 8829  Fax: 0871 422 6205
Email: brp@eblex.org.uk
www.eblex.org.uk


